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Section lintroduction

Marine Protected Areas (MPA) cover more tharB5% of Welsh territorial waterawelF-managed

network of MPAs can enhanttee health of the marine environment as a whole, helpibg iecover

from past inpacts and mitigating the effectd current pressures. MPAseaof central importance to
marineconservationEuropean Marine Sites (EMS) make up the majority of our ¢ivif@A network

inWales} £t 2y3 gAGK w!a{!w airadaSas {{{LQax !'b9{/h .AZ2a
were firstlydesignated angrotected under European legislatidhis legislation then became ratified

and adopted into UK lawh@&se sites inclie Special Protection Areas (SR#hich are protected for

bird species, and Special Areas of Conservatios)(®AICh are designated for other habitats and

species

The MPAs in Walese multiusesites with the management of activis being definetdy the

features andbijectives of the sitdMlanagement authorities hawastablished Relant Authority

Groups (RAGa)voluntary workingollaboration betweethe authorities with management

responsibilities talelivertheir obligatiors for the siteSpecial Area of Conservati@AC) Officers

work closely witthew! Da Ay GKS YIyIl 3SYSyili 2F &TBeedwrez2¥F 21 fSa
fifteen SACs within Welsharine waters, including two cross border sites with England (the Severn

Estuary SAC and tBee Estuary SAQhe Welsh Partnership bfPAswas formed to ensure

coherence and collaborative working asrthe Wales MPAetworkon sites wheré&SAQOfficersare

Ay LR&ailds GKS&S FINBT tSy [Ty QNI {FNyltdz {!'/ = [N
Carmarthen Bay and Esties SAC, and a cross border githe Severn EstuayACThe SACfliers

from these five sites work together closely and collaboratteedirare resourcegjood practice and

to ensure consistent messaging betwekeasites and across the network.
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Figurel-0: Map of Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)/Speatiadtion Areas (SPA) around Wales,
JNCC



Section 2Summary

Disturbance of marine mammals and seabitflsm water usemctivity is recogniseas being an issue
inbothi KS / I NRA3IL Y & | y.Rdvers® impdctnlthgse aninblld, partitiddrly dz { | / 2
the internationally important semi resident population of bottlendefphins includedeliberate acts

of disturbancephysical injury from collisions with higheed craft, andnost frequentlythe subtler

effects ofconstant low-leveldisturbance to dolphin behaviotgsultingfrom the numberof water
userinteractions with animalghat can contribute toet energetic loss. For example, water user
interactions that cause the animals to stop feeding and disperdeke loger and deeper divesy
changes in behaviour such as leaping and tail slappaygeduce resting timeieduce prey

consumption and increase time spent travelling in searching of finey/type of disturbancean

come from all types of wateraft; commercial wildlife trip boats, recreational motor bcatsl jet

skis canoes and stand up paddleboarBise presene of bottlenose dolphins in Cardigaay has

proved a great visitor attractioms there are only twplaces in the UK that supp@semiresident
population. The importance of tourism development aldregg€eredigion coastlineidentified in a
number of Welsh Assembly Governmetna&gies including the Wales Spatial Plan and the Wales
Tourism Stratgy.

Relevantauthorities(collectively known as the Relevant Authorities Group (R#&€)esponsible for
exercising their statutory duties to secure compliance with SAC objectives; this includes undertaking
appropriate assessmeson plans or projecRSSYSR G2 KIF @S | aaA3dyAFAOlLyi
and making sure that activities that are under their management do not have an adverse effect on
thesesites. These assessmeatsue that mitigation action iglentifiedto prevent operations having
anadverse effect on site inggity and the features of the site.

Section 3Historical Context of Marine CodaedNorth and West

Wales
The inshore waters of Ceredigion are recognised as being of international importance for wildlife and

I NB K2YS (2 9dNRPLISQA f | NES Managedet ddziateriubedsyime ¥ . 2 § i f
adverse impacts on Cardigart @ Q& LINE S GofplirRpopulationinasdeger takehg place in
Ceredigioa A Y OS G KS &SI NI & wmdbdEaiciiQreStgblishe NENRANEA 2y | 2 dzy

Heritage Coast (MHCE.CQas pursued an approach of raising
awareness and providing ade via a Marine Cod&he Ceredigion
Marine Codevasdeveloped and promotedia information at launch
sites, mooringholder ma#outs, leaflets, and in the annual titkgble ot
booklet. In 1996he status of the voluntary MHC changetaen the
area was included itme larger statutory Cardigan Bay Special Areg
Conservation (SAC). This SAC, plus the Pdh @ NJ { | NI/ | dz
approdmately70% of the Ceredigion coastline ttBmose dolphins
and Atlantic greyesls are features of both SACkeMarine @de

Cerediglon Marine Code
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tool for managing water useictivity within the SAQhe Ceredigion i e
Marine Code was originally established by CeredigiantZauncil :::m.,m_»:;:,m“:.mra
as part of its duties as a member of thedigan Bay SARAG. fie B e o
Cardigan Bay SAManagement Scheme identified the need to D o=
provide interpretation of over tegears of compliance data and to %

promote educatin that would generateppreciation understanding Figurel-1: Ceredigion Marine Coc

and a commitment to conserve the features of the SAC.
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Authorisationgiven by Cabinet in 200@ermittedOfficers to pursue meases to strengthen the

Marine Codeand to prepare a review of the seaside pleasure boat byeladveabour issues for

further consideration. Accordinglyffiders developed the Ceredigion Recreational Boating Scheme

for an bjective One bidupport for Recreational Opportunities and Management oNtaeral
Environment) to cover eighdunch sites lang the length of the Ceredigion coastline as well as the
AYyakK2NB g+ GSNAR 2F (GKS /2dzyied wSadzZ Ga Ay HnnH
boating traffic along the MHI@d indicated tht the voluntary Marine Codeas having a limited

effed in terms of improvements in the separation distafroen anydolphinsencounteredand

stopping rates when the animals were in close proximity. It was clear that further work was needed to
communicate and promote thidarine Code. Cabinet considered theheme in 2003 and resolved

an allocation of £93&ontribution costsHowever, the scheme did not secfwading under Measure

5:8, and icers therefore revised the scheme and obtained reduced grant aid in 2004 from the
Crown Estate Marine Stewdship Fud to commence Phase QnBhase Onef the £heme was the

21

establishmene ¥ G KS W/ F NRAIlLY .Fe& .20 tfl O0SQr y2¢ GKS

New Quay harbour walh May 2003, Cabinéiadauthorised @ficers to utilise amnderused
Council owned building on New Quay harbour to set up a small marimaatifi centre aimed at
skippersand members of theublic. The Crown Estate grant funded the development of
interpretation material and interactive gamieshelp promote ompliance to the Marine Codend to
ensure that water usedaunching from Cardigan Bay would know about the presence of marine
wildlife and the issue®lated to disturbance by watemaft.




TheMarine @de was initially promoted by tH@CC Conservatiorfider andMPACKficer and from
the visito®@ centre on New Quay harbour lv&everal staff changes in MB#ficer took place over
this time, die to the post being grant funded year on ydgaom 2008, promotion of the Marined:
was supported by boatatrols between May and Augustnducted by the MP@&fficer between
2008¢ 2015, and by a dedicated water ranger in 2Q16.

Figurel-3: The Cardigan Bay SAC patrol boat

Information panels about the SAC and lha&rine Code are present at launch sites.
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Figurel-4: Ceredigion Marine Codweerpretation panels installed at launch sit



Historically,8 knot speed limit buoys were putittduring the season to highlight the voluntary speed
restriction andmportantly,to encourage water users toavelon the seaward side of the buoys in
the wildlifesensitive areas containitige breedingsea bird colonies and seal hauit sites.These

have not been put out since 201due to tke loss of the majority of theubys in 201718 and lack of
funding to rephce lost buoys.

LY wHampZ GKS /FNRAILY .F& .20 ttl OS 6lFa NBYl YSF
panels and additional binoculars were installed, along with the continued delivery of 7 day a week
opening and delary of eventdo promote the Marine Code and raisvareness of the SAC.
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Please come Inside to discover more about
Cardligan Bay’s special marine wildlife
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Since the end of the 20k2asomo funding has been available for a water ranget. dd® code has

continued to bepromoted by the MPA&Xficer, through the Cardigan Bay SAC website, Ceredigion

County Council websitelarbour Policy and C&@cial mediafrom the Marine Protected Area
VAaAG2NRa / SYGNB 2y bS¢ vdzZ & KIFENb2dz2NJ gffX yR 0o
and educ#ng those water users not following its recommendations. The Marine Code is distributed

to all mooring holders and published in the CCC tide table boDkiehg the summer season

(MarchOctober)a significant amount of the MRAT F A OS NI & {prbriYongand & LISy i 2y
monitoring the Marine Codé.ack of funding foappropriate levels dftaff time impacts on the ability

to deliver adequate promotion and enforcement of the Marine Cfle G KS LI ai>X (GKS @A &,
Dolphin and Porpoise Watch, publieats and educational activities, and monitoring and promotion

of the Marine @de weremanaged by both a full time MXicer and a full time education ranger;
collectivelyequivalent to 10 days atafftime per wesk. Due to staff changeshis was themeplaced

and the budget cuto a MPACKficer post of four days a week, and a seasonal water ranger for 24

hours a wek. Further budget cuts andlack of external funding has resultedl#livery solelyby the

MPAOfficer; who is contracted fojust29 hours a weekl he provision of additional essential cover

relies on the MP®fficer working additional hours each week throughout the season.

The effectiveness of thedvfine Code is monitored through tB®lphin and Porpoisé/atch project.

The Ceredigion Dolphamd Porpois&Vatch project is instrumental in enforcing and monitoring the

Ceredigion Manie CodeDolphin Watch was establishedli®94 inresponse ta communityled

initiative thatraised concerns that perceived increases in powered craft activity may have potential

adverse effects on the local bottlenose dolphipylation. The aimwasto obtain further information

on the relationship between cetacean site use and boat tralfffic data then helpetb guide future

management of the then recently designated voluntary Marine Heritage Coast (MKS). LINE 2 S Ol Qa
creationaimedto encouragdocal people to participate in monitoring the dolphins, to both build

support for the MHC and taise public awareness of the issue of boat disturbance. iDdlgatch

has now completed 2@ears of data collection.

The key aims of the project are to:

0 Monitor the presence of bottlenose dolphins to improve our understanding of bottlenose
dolphinsite usage and to mowit trends in dolphin occurrence

U Monitor levels of boat traffic to aid coastal zone management and to assess the effestivenes
of the Marine Code

U Investigate interactions between tienose dolins and boats

U Increase public awareness and appreciation of the marine wildlife in Cardigan Bay
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Volunteers help to collect important data that is vital to managing thetketféit in the Cardigan Bay
SAC. These volunteers foandedicated teanthe valueof volunteers being involved in the land

based monitoring programme is immense. Not only do they provide the Council withtertardata
seton therelationship between bottlenose dolphin and harbour porpoise site usage and boat traffic
and feedback othe effectiveness of water user management in a robust, scientific mahagrare

also key to helping to raise awareness. Local skippers have also become accustomed to seeing the
Dolphin Watch volunteers at these sites every sumMenitoring is condu&d between 1st March

and 31st October by conducting two hour watches at eight locations along the Ceredigian coast
Borth, Aberystwyth, New QuédarbouE . A NRQa w2 O] X bA@pornhdmhddmnt.,, y&a [ 2
Inan average year, approx. 13%atches are completed, equivalent to over 2,700 hourdfofte

This project was renamed Dolphin and Porpoise Watch in 2018 to raise the profile of harbour
porpoises in CardigaBay. It is important to note that the New Quay harbour site, volunteersrfr

the CBMWC are instrumental in monitoring compliance wittMagne @de and contribute

significantly to the data collection and consequently, the effectiveness and success of the project.

Figurel-6: Dolphin and Porpoise Watch volunteers and training new volunteers

In the first ten yeardolphin Watch data demonstrated thatK S/ 2 dzy’ OA f @érking;LILINE | OK
improved trends in bats complying with the Code werecorded along with the evidence that

shows that compliance with tHdarine Code does reduce the risk of disturbancananals.

Howeverjn the last ten yearshe significant increase in both wildlife trip boat traffic and recreational

users, has plad vastlyincreasedressure on the animalahile compliance with tharine @de

has been decreasinbp January 2022, to encourage stakeholders and the public to report instances of
disturbancethe MPA Officer added a disturbance reporting page t@teligan Bay SAC website:
https://cardiganbaysac.org.uk/disturbance/

In2016the Sy [ f 1y I @ifiddr §etuied findingfto!dévelop and lautieh Gwynedd

Marine Code; thisdgle used thalready established Ceredigion Marine Code as a template and is
aimed at all recreational water craft. In 2017 further funding was secured by the PLAS SAC Officer to
develop Marine Coddor Anglesey and Conwy, again using the Ceredigion Marine Code as a
template. The North Wales Marine Codes used the same advice on distances and utilised the existing
infographics. They apply to all recreational water users. However, no contact nupriogided for
reporting noncompliance. The development of all three Codes was led by the PLAS SAC Officer in
partnership with a number of organisations including Local Authorities and The Welsh Fishing
Association. A number of stakeholder workshops wae@nducted across the three counties to
ensure stakeholders could input into the process and also to raise awareness of the issue of
disturbance and the need for Marine CodBse three Marine Codes are available from the PLAS SAC
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